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Geneva, 25 July 2003

Nomination of CONGO Youth Advisory Committee

Dear ---

In accordance with the decision of the CONGO Board of March 2003, I have appointed you as a member of the CONGO Youth Advisory Committee along with the following 14 persons:
Pierre ANDIPATIN

Lydiah BOSIRE 

Lucia CHEBET LABOSO
Michelle DAGNINO
Amir FARMANESH
Karolina FRISCHKOPF

Catherine KAMPING
Alyson KELLY
Jaime KOEBEL
Fredrik LINDAHL
Shana McELROY
Mboje Renaldah MJOMBA
Zeina NOUJAIM
Federico ROSSI
Li YI
To accept your appointment, please write to yac@ngocongo.org, -also- please accept the invitation from the takingitglobal listserve when it is emailed to you

Annex 1 outlines the selection criteria as announced in the call and the basis for this selection. I would like to thank all organizations and individuals that submitted an application for their interest and support for this initiative. Unfortunately it was not possible to select all the interested candidates, but we count on numerous applications also next year when the composition will be renewed.
The Youth Advisory Committee will meet for the first time in Geneva, on 4-6 December 2003, in conjunction with the CONGO General Assembly. Members may start their work to prepare proposals immediately upon nomination.
I wish all the success for the new CONGO Youth Advisory Committee!
Renate Bloem
President of the Conference of NGOs

(CONGO)

ANNEX 1
CONGO YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA

The selection criteria announced in the call for candidatures were the following (extract from the call for candidates):
“The Youth Advisory Council will be made up of 15 members who:
· are under the age of 30
· have demonstrated knowledge of the UN
· have experience working internationally
· have a commitment to youth participation and an understanding of the major issues involved
· currently work or volunteer with an NGO which is willing to endorse the candidate’s application. (NGO should commit itself to provide continued support and access to the NGO’s network throughout the member’s term).
· Have regular access to e-mail
In addition, diversity in terms of age, gender and region will be sought.”
In total, 102 applications were received. Candidates who had submitted incomplete applications or who did not correspond to the basic criteria outlined above were automatically not considered. Among the remaining candidates, fulfilling all the announced criteria, a prioritization was still necessary. This prioritization was made as follows.
1. World-wide youth organizations with a large youth membership in all the parts of the world, many of them member organizations of CONGO, were considered to bring an important capacity of outreach and representativity to the work of the Youth Advisory Committee.

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions: Ms. Michelle Dagnino
International Movement of Catholic Students: Ms. Mboje Renaldah Mjomba
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts: Ms. Zeina Noujaim
World Federation of UN Associations: Ms. Alyson Kelly
World Organization of the Scout Movement: Ms. Shana McElroy
2. In order to secure a broad regional representation, candidates with a capacity of outreach among youth organizations in their region were considered to be an important component of the Youth Advisory Committee. They were selected primarily on the basis of their networks in the region and on their knowledge of the different realities of youth work in their region.
Europe: Ms. Karolina Frischkopf (European Youth Forum)
Latin America and Caribbean: Mr. Federico Rossi (Oxfam)
Asia-Pacific: Ms. Catherine Kamping (Philippine Youth Employment Network)
Africa: Lucia Chebet Laboso (African Scout Region)
Western Asia: Mr. Amir Farmanesh (Iran Center for Future Researchers, GYAN).
3. Special thematic organisations working with priority issues for young people were considered as having a particularly relevant knowledge of youth involvement in these fields.
Global Youth Action Network: Mr. Pierre Andipatin 

National Aboriginal Health Organization (Canada): Ms. Jaime Koebel 
Save the Children: Ms. Yi Li
Youth Against AIDS: Ms. Lydiah Bosire
Youth Coalition: Mr. Fredrik Lindahl

4. If for a category there were several candidates from the same organization and/or background fulfilling the criteria, the choice between them took into account the need of overall balance between regions, genders, and ages. Special consideration was given to Africa.
Thus, the final composition reflects the announced selection criteria in the following way:
· All selected members fulfill the announced basic criteria
· Regional diversity is well secured. Out of the 15 members, 3 are from Asia-Pacific, 4 are from Africa, 2 are from Europe, 2 are from Western Asia/ Middle East, and 4 are from the Americas. In terms of countries, the members are very widely spread, coming from Argentina, Australia, Canada, China, Iran, Kenya, Lebanon, Philippines, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland and United States.
· Gender-wise the group sets a good example, including more young women than young men.
· It is a truly young group, with all the participants under the age of 30, two of them under 20, and the average age being 23 years.
· All types of organizations are represented: established large movements, small activist networks, issue-based organizations, indigenous people, and young women’s organizations.
Office of President: Palais des Nations, Office E2-B, C.P. 50, CH – 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 917 1881 Fax: +41 22 917 0373 E-mail: congo@ngocongo.org
Website: www.ngocongo.org

� NB: this first nomination concerns the period July 2003 – July 2004. A re-nomination procedure will take place yearly in July.





� The candidates from these organizations were considered to be nominated on behalf of their entire world-wide constituency, and could therefore not be counted primarily to belong to a particular region (unlike local, national or regional organisations that can be placed in their region of origin). Nevertheless, the overall regional balance was secured.
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